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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Christ is Risen! He is risen, indeed! If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a 
warm welcome. We are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher 
or other volunteer. We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services 
are making. Please fill out our Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to 
serve you. 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
If the past year has taught us anything, it’s that nothing is certain. Maybe 
your health or the health of loved ones became a big uncertainty in your 
life; or your workplace took a hit, and so did your finances; or you weren’t 
sure what to expect from the news from day to day. No matter what it is, 
there always seems to be a change that comes up before we can get used 

to a previous change. And that makes us feel more uncertain than we otherwise would 
feel. Thank God for Easter Sunday! In the face of uncertainty, he gives you certainty about 
the biggest question you have in your life: where will I spend eternity? Because of what 
Jesus has done—because he is risen—you can be sure that you will be in heaven forever. 
What a wonderful thing to celebrate today and every day! Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed! Alleluia!
The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is white, which signifies the perfection and purity that 
is now ours because of Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection.
Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 10 of this service folder.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Divine Service II. Christian Worship Supplement © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net A-719903

"He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!" and "At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing": public domain.

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the pulpit, and the altar.
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EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
 

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Awake, My Heart, With Gladness | CW 156
Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-All; 4-Women; 5-All

Please stand.
INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP
M: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
M: This is the day the Lord has made.
C: We will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24

M: I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted.
The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. Exodus 15:1-2

C: Let us come before him with thanksgiving, and extol him with music and song.
Psalm 95:2

M: I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done. Psalm 118:17

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
M: The Lord’s right hand is majestic in power.

The Lord’s right hand has shattered the enemy.
In the greatness of his majesty he threw down those who opposed him. Exodus 15:6-7

C: Death has been swallowed up in victory. 1 Corinthians 15:54

M: Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? 1 Corinthians 15:55, 57

C: Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
M: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.

Job 19:25

C: The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he will reign forever and ever. Revelation 11:15

M: Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb. Revelation 7:10

C: Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise! Revelation 5:12

This greeting has origins that go 
as far back as AD 400! But it’s not 
just an empty tradition; it reminds 
us of the amazing truth of Easter 

that Jesus is really risen!
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M: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

| CW 162
♫ He is arisen! Glorious Word!

Now reconciled is God, my Lord;
The gates of heav'n are open.
My Jesus did triumphant die,

And Satan's arrows broken lie, 
Destroyed hell's fiercest weapon.

Oh, hear What cheer!
Christ victorious, Rising glorious,

Life is giving.
He was dead, but now is living! ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray. 

O God, you made the dawn of this most holy day shine with the glory of our 
Lord’s resurrection. Grant that we who have been raised from the death of sin by 
your life-giving Spirit may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 

C:      Amen.
Please be seated. 

The Word

FIRST LESSON Job 19:23-27
Job was certain that his Redeemer lives.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

CHOIR Risen!
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SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 15:19-26
We can be certain of all things through Jesus.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

CONTEMPORARY CHOIR He Is Risen

Please stand.
GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10
We can be certain that Jesus is alive.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 

HYMN I Know that My Redeemer Lives | CW 152
Verse 1-All; 2-Women; 3-Men; 4-All; 5-Women; 6-Men; 7-All; 8-All

SERMON   Certain Hope for Uncertain Times  

Please stand. 
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

1 Corinthians 15 is known by 
many as the Great 

Resurrection Chapter of the 
Bible. Read it in its entirety 
this week to see why that is.

Notice the certainty in these 
verses: He LIVES! Not “he 
might live” or “I hope he’s 
alive.” He lives and that 

means so much for us, just as 
each verse spells out.
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He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

THE THANK OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING    

Remain seated.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Almighty and merciful God, on this glorious day we rejoice in the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. Increase our faith that the grace of the empty tomb may fill our lives 
and make us glad each day.

C: When we are weak, be our strength; when we are sad, be our song; and when  
we sin, be our salvation.

M: Remove the shroud of death from all who mourn. In moments of 
grief, call believers through the voice of our Good Shepherd, and 
embolden us to follow his promises. In their hopelessness of 
despair, turn the faithless to trust in the only Way, Truth, and Life.

C: Wipe away tears born of death, and give new birth to a living 
hope in the hearts of the lost and troubled. Use our witness as 
compassion and comfort for others in need of mercy.
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M: King of kings and Lord of lords, destroy all dominion, authority, 
and power that stands against you, whether seen or unseen. 
Whatever evil exerts itself against your saving will—false teaching 
or lukewarm faith, Satan’s lies or worldly pleasures, empty worship 
or futile religion—rule it for the sake of the gospel’s free course.

C: Triumph over our enemies, and empower the Church to fight the good fight to 
the end. Never leave us or forsake us.

M: Walk among our churches, O Living One, as the faithful witness and firstborn 
from the dead. As your angel sent women with news of the risen Christ, use 
women in our church to announce, “He is risen!” As you sent your disciples with 
the power of the Spirit, use all of us to share with a broken and dying world the 
news of your eternal victory.

C: Empower us to speak your truth and love to our circles of friends, relatives, and 
neighbors. Bless our efforts to help others to trust the certain hope that Easter 
promises.

M: Heavenly Father, keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put 
to death the fleshly urges of those caught in addictions, clothe in your 
righteousness anyone ashamed of good intentions which have fallen short, and 
assure those searching for purpose that their eternal identity as your dear children 
is sealed.

C: Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty 
of its promises through the resurrection. Enrich us with everything we need for 
life and godliness.

Special Prayers and Intercessions

M: O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is 
the Beginning and the End, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen.

Please stand.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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The Sacrament

PREFACE (spoken) 
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who rose from the dead in glorious triumph to bring forgiveness to the world and 
everlasting life to all who believe. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus      sung to the tune in CW 166   
♫  O holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might,

Your glory, earth and heaven In countless ways recite.
Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high,
And in your grace and mercy Receive our fervent cry. ♫   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M:  Blessed are you, O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. By his victory over the 

grave, our Savior declared death’s reign ended, the door to heaven open, and the 
payment for sin complete. 

We celebrate with joy the glorious resurrection of your Son. 
We marvel at the depth of your love. 
We stand in awe of your power. 
We are humbled by the compassion you have shown our fallen race. 

Lead us to rejoice in the pardon offered and sealed in this Sacrament and to live a 
life worthy of your name. The Lord Jesus lives! Alleluia.

C: Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei 

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.        



5  Mighty victim from the sky,
Hell's fierce pow'rs beneath you lie.
You have conquered in the fight;
You have brought us life and light. 

Alleluia!

6  Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And your saints in you shall rise. 

Alleluia!

7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin's pow'r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in you to be. 

Alleluia!

8  Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days,
Three in One, your name we praise. 

Alleluia!

Please stand.
SONG OF SIMEON  - Nunc Dimittis sung to the tune in CW 166
      ♫    O Lord, now let your servant 

depart in peace, assured:      
For I have seen your promised 
incarnate, saving Word—      
A Light that will enlighten 
all gloom where Gentiles dwell;      
The brilliant, crowning glory 
of those in Israel!  ♫      

CLOSING PRAYER
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live 
as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

This song was originally sung by a man 
when he saw the infant Jesus; we sing it 

today after encountering the Savior in his 
Word and Sacrament. Because of what Jesus 

has done, we can surely depart in peace 
from worship and from this life!

11
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BLESSING  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen. 

Be seated
CLOSING HYMN  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today | CW 157

Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-Women; 4-All 
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Job spoke the words of our first reading after suffering severe trauma in all facets of 
his life. Yet, these words are filled with joy and celebration. How could Job celebrate 
during that dark time in his life? What difficulties are you currently facing in life? 
How do these words enable you to have that same joy and celebration right now?

2. Verses 19-26 are just a portion of the beautiful comfort found in 1 Corinthians 15. 
Read the entire chapter and list all the ways Christ’s resurrection is so life changing 
for us?

3. All four Gospels include accounts of Jesus appearing to different people after the 
resurrection. In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul makes a point to include a list of people who 
saw Jesus after he rose. Why is this so important? (Hint: read 2 Peter 1:16-21.)

4. In today’s service we heard how Christ’s resurrection gives us certainty now and in 
the life to come. Who do you know in your life that is stuck in uncertainty and needs 
to hear this message? Do one of the following: A) pray for them  B) share this service 
with them (www.stpaulswr.org/watch)  C) invite them to church with you next 
Sunday.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Happy Easter!

TAKE HOME YOUR FLOWERS!

Thank you to everyone who purchased flowers to make our Easter celebration more 
beautiful.  You can pick up your plants after the 9:30 service today or during the week. 
Please call the office, if you need to make special arrangements.

“THIS IS A GREAT MYSTERY” – A STUDY OF EPHESIANS April 11 | 9:15 AM

“Pastor, I want to read the Bible, but there’s so much to choose from. Which book of the 
Bible should I read first?” You might be surprised at the number of times we’ve heard this 
question. While there’s really no wrong answer, we’re going to take a close look at why 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians might belong at (or near) the top of that list. This class will 
be a verse-by-verse study of Ephesians in which we will examine a number of interesting 
doctrines in chapters 1-3. In chapters 4-6, we will see what those doctrines mean in our 
lives as Christians and in our specific walks of life. All along the way, we will see how 
God’s mysterious will works for us and in us. Join us in the cafeteria starting April 11th!

"THIS IS WHAT THE LORD SAYS…" April 7 | 6:30 PM

To many people the books of Jeremiah and Lamentations are depressing and sometimes 
strange. Much of it is warnings to unhearing people and judgments against a straying 
nation. However, Jeremiah is also where we read of God's new covenant, and Jeremiah's 
words in Lamentations inspired the hymn, "Great Is Thy Faithfulness." Come take a look 
at these complex books, and see how they fit into God's plan of restoration and salvation. 
This study meets in the Resource Center on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.

See the calendar for more opportunities 
to connect with others and explore the Bible.
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CALENDAR  April 4-12

SUNDAY     7:00 AM Easter Worship  
8:00 AM Easter Breakfast
9:30 AM Easter Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
4:00 PM Contemporary Choir in balcony
6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM Chapel Service
5:30 PM Handbells in the balcony
6:30 PM Jeremiah & Lamentation Bible Study in the Resource 

Center (Bible Book Group)

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SATURDAY 9:00 AM Leadership Council Budget Meeting

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Ephesian Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 
 2:00 PM Adult Co-ed Volleyball

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  169   
From July 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 788,783
Actual cost of ministry:   $ 851,665                        
Mortgage balance:  $1,280,170
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


